THE PARISH OF BAIRNSDALE AND OMEO

East Region — Diocese of Sale

BAIRNSDALE, PAYNESVILLE, LINDENOW,

St Patrick’s Paynesville OMEO, SWIFTS CREEK AND BENAMBRA
OUR VISION

We are a welcoming community where the word of God, through the message of Jesus Christ, is made known and lived.

OUR MISSION

Live the message of Jesus Christ taking inspiration from Mary, the Mother of God.
Empower our community to activate their gifts to build a better world. To strengthen and grow our faith.

Parish Priest: Fr Michael Willemsen Parish Pastoral Centre: 135 Nicholson Street Bairnsdale
Assistant Priest: Fr Mark Hughes Phone: 5152 2942
Website: www.stmarysbairnsdale.net
Presbytery: 23 Pyke Street Bairnsdale Facebook: St Mary's Church Bairnsdale
Phone: 5152 3106 Email: stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year B December 31, 2023

We acknowledge the Gunaikurnai people, the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We
acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this country. We pay
respect to elders past, present and emerging, and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation.

Readings: The Epiphany of the Lord January 6-7
1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 71: 1-2, 7-8, 10-13
2nd Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

Collections December 23-24

Envelopes S 875.00 DD & Cards S 155.00
1* Collection  $ 549.90 2" Collection $ 610.15

Pay Wave S 230.00 Christmas S 2796.20

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED: Noel Cooper, victims of natural disasters, COVID-19, terrorism, war, conflict,

poverty, Asylum Seekers and those with Family Violence or Mental Health issues.

ALL WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME: Noel Rooney Sr, Salverio Calabro, Louis Pruscino, Sheila O’Brien, Ron
Burton, Josephine Williamson, Robert Kelly, Jeffrey Redenbach, Kevin Grant, Pope Bendict XVI, Albert Nelson, Eileen Dean,
John Kolar, Leonie Bennett, Theresa Brown, Sheila Collins, Jean McCulloch, Marion Hall, Shirley McKenna, Harold Batty, Jim
Bennett, Barbara Grimsted, John Morris, Monica Smith, Desmond Hickling, and Priests who have worked in the Diocese.
“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.”

PLEASE REMEMBER THE SICK: Mary Herro, Shane Hayles, Pat Coloe, Bill Tilley, Kieran Hayles, Sandra Brooks, Bev Broome,
Michael Crane, Robert McMahon, Dennis Collins, Bob Marshall, Sue Minchin, Fran Adamson, Elaine Cook, Peter Hayden, John
Hayles, Hudson Schwab, Adrian Coulter, Kathleen Robertson, Robyn Finlay, Rick Harney, Margaret O’Reilly, Arthur Elbourne.

WEEKDAY MASSES AT ST MARY’S RECONCILIATION WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Friday: St Mary’s, Bairnsdale: Saturday: 6.00pm
Monday: 9.10am After 9.10am Mass v ' 5unuday-y§ 3'0351
Tuesday: 9.10am g 3OaSr$1t:ord16(‘)yé)0am St Patrick’s, Paynesville: Sunday: 8.00am
Wednesday: 9.10am 5 300m 10 5 '50 St Canice’s, Lindenow: Sunday: 11.00am
Thursday: 9.10am SUPME0 >.oLpm

Friday: 9.10am

ROSARY Swifts Creek, Omeo and Benambra
Monday: 7.00pm Masses held 4th weekend of each month.
St Patrick’s, Paynesville via Zoom Sacred Heart, Swifts Creek: 4th Saturday: 6.30pm
Wednesday: Rosary: 10.00am Contact the Parish Centre || Immaculate Conception, Omeo: 4th Sunday: 9.00am
for a link St Francis’, Benambra: 4th Sunday: 11.00am
The Epiphany of the Lord January 7, 2023

MASS WELCOMER COMMENTATOR READER SPECIAL MINISTER OFFERTORY PROCESSION
6.00pm Saturday M Schumann B O’Kelly K Flannery M Saunders
9.30am Sunday A Veldhuizen H Van Den Einden M Grimsted T Kosmer B and A Capobianco, J Delany
Cleaning: Fortnight ending: January 20 - B and A Cattapan Please find a replacement if unable to fill your spot.

Our Parish of The Immaculate Conception (also known as St Mary’s) is committed to providing a safe and
supportive environment for all people, with special concern for children, young people and adults at risk.
Our Safeguarding Officer is Kath Cassidy who can be contacted through the Parish Centre: 5152 2942.
Alternatively contact Bairnsdale Police: 5150 2600 or Towards Healing: 1800 816 030.



http://www.stmarysbairnsdale.net
http://www.stmarysbairnsdale.net
mailto:stmarybairnsdale@gmail.com

Entrance Antiphon

The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.

Opening Prayer

O God, who were pleased to give us the shining example of the Holy Family, graciously grant that we may imitate them in
practising the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house, delight one day in eternal
rewards. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the book of Gnesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision, 'Have no fear, Abram, | am your shield; your reward will be very great'.
'My Lord,' Abram replied 'what do you intend to give me? | go childless.' Then Abram said, 'See, you have given me no
descendants; some man of my household will be my heir'. And then this word of the Lord was spoken to him, 'He shall not be
your heir; your heir shall be of your own flesh and blood'. Then taking him outside he said, 'Look up to heaven and count the
stars if you can. Such will be your descendants' he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him
justified. The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what he had promised her. So Sarah conceived and bore a
son to Abraham in his old age, at the time God had promised. Abraham named the son born to him Isaac, the son to whom
Sarah had given birth.

Responsorial Psalm R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. O sing to him, sing his praise; tell all his
wonderful works! R.

Be proud of his holy name, let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice.
Consider the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. R.
Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, the judgements he
spoke. O children of Abraham, his servant, Any urgent enquiries please ring the
O sons of the Jacob he chose. R. Presbytery: 5152 3106

He remembers his covenant for ever, his promise for a thousand
generations, the covenant he made with Abraham,

the oath he swore to Isaac. R. From everyone at the Parish Centre, have a
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that
was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he set out| Remember our Morning Tea after Mass next
without knowing where he was going. It was equally by faith that Sarah, Sunday, your chance to farewell Fr Michael
in spite of being past the age, was made able to conceive, because she
believed that he who had made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man, and one who
was already as good as dead himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the grains
of sand on the seashore. It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only
son even though the promises had been made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be carried
on. He was confident that God had the power even to raise the dead; and so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac
from the dead.

Gospel Acclamation

The Parish Office is closed, reopening on
Monday January 22, 2024

Blessed, Safe and Happy New Year.

Alleluia, alleluia! In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets; now he speaks to us through his Son. Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 2:22-40

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord - observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated
to the Lord - and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to
Israel's comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 'Now,
Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation which you have
prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people Israel.' As the child's father
and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his
mother, 'You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected -
and a sword will pierce your own soul too - so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.' There was a prophetess
also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been
married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God
night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the child
to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required,
they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with
wisdom; and God's favour was with him. Jerusalem Bible ©Liturgy Brisbane




